
AFTER 
TOTAL WAR: MOBILIZATION AND ITS AFTERMATH 

IN THE JAPANESE WARTIME EMPIRE

In spring 2017, Dr. Victor Louzon, the INTERACT Postdoctoral Scholar at the 

Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia University, helped to organize a 

research and teaching workshop on the theme “After Total War: Mobilization and 

its Aftermath in the Japanese Wartime Empire.” The purpose of the workshop 

was to explore some of the postwar consequences of Japan’s mobilization 

of its colonized and occupied societies during World War II. In keeping with 

the mission of the INTERACT (International Network to Expand Regional and 

Collaborative Teaching) program, Dr. Louzon created a list of resources for 

teaching on the subject (below).

GENERAL REFERENCES

Buruma, Ian. Year Zero: A History of 1945. New York: Penguin 
Press, 2013.

The Dismantling of Japan’s Empire in East Asia: 
Deimperialization, Postwar Legitimation and Imperial 
Afterlife. Edited by Barak Kushner and Sherzod Muminov. 
New York: Routledge, 2017.

The Reconstruction of East Asia, 1945–1965. Edited by Barak 
Kushner et al. Forthcoming. 

SELECTED TEACHING RESOURCES

DEFEAT AND OCCUPATION

Dower, John. Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World 
War II. New York: W. W. Norton, 1999. 

Koshiro, Yukiko. Trans-Pacific Racisms and the U.S. 
Occupation of Japan. New York: Columbia University Press, 
1999.
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Kovner, Sarah. Occupying Power: Sex Workers and Servicemen 
in Postwar Japan. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2012.

Shibusawa, Naoko. America’s Geisha Ally: Reimagining the 
Japanese Enemy. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2006.

Takemae, Eiji. Inside GHQ: The Allied Occupation of Japan 
and Its Legacy. Translated by Robert Rickets and Sebastian 
Swann. London: Continuum Publishers, 2002. 

Watt, Lori. “Embracing Defeat in Seoul: Rethinking 
Decolonization in Korea, 1945.” Journal of Asian Studies, 74 
(1), 2015, pp. 153–174.

NEW GEOPOLITICAL RIVALRIES

Gaddis, John Lewis. “Drawing Lines: The Defensive Perimeter 
Strategy in East Asia, 1947–1951.” In The Long Peace: 
Inquiries into the History of the Cold War. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1987, pp. 72–104.

Gallicchio, Marc. The Scramble for Asia: U.S. Military Power 
in the Aftermath of the Pacific War. Lanham: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2008. 

Guthrie-Shimizu, Sayuri. “Japan, the United States, and the 
Cold War, 1945–1960.” In The Cambridge History of the 
Cold War, Vol. 1, edited by Melvyn P. Leffler and Odd Arne  
Westad. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010,  
pp. 244–266.

Hasegawa, Tsuyoshi. Racing the Enemy: Stalin, Truman, and 
the Surrender of Japan. Cambridge: Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2005.

Liu, Xiaoyuan. A Partnership for Disorder: China, the United 
States, and Their Policies for the Postwar Disposition of 
the Japanese Empire, 1941–1945. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1996.

Swenson-Wright, John. Unequal Allies? United States Security 
and Alliance Policy Toward Japan, 1945–1960. Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 2005.

JUSTICE 

Beyond Victor’s Justice? The Tokyo War Crimes Trial Revisited. 
Edited by Yuki Tanaka, Tim McCormack, and Gerry 
Simpson. Leiden: Brill, 2011. 

Hong Kong’s War Crimes Trials. Edited by Suzannah Linton. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013. 

Hwang, Dongyoun. “Wartime Collaboration in Question: 
An Examination of the Postwar Trials of the Chinese 
Collaborators.” Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, 6 (1), 2005,  
pp. 75–97. 

Kushner, Barak. Men to Devils and Devils to Men: Japanese  
War Crimes and Chinese Justice. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2015.
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DISPLACEMENT

Barshay, Andrew. The Gods Left First: The Captivity and 
Repatriation of Japanese POWs in Northeast Asia, 1945–56. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013.

Igarashi, Yoshikuni. Homecomings: The Belated Return of 
Japan’s Lost Soldiers. New York: Columbia University  
Press, 2016.

Muminov, Sherzod. “From imperial revenants to Cold War 
victims: ‘red repatriates’ from the Soviet Union and the 
making of the new Japan, 1949–1952.” Cold War History,  
17 (4), 2017, pp. 425–442.

Watt, Lori. When Empire Comes Home: Repatriation and 
Reintegration in Postwar Japan. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2009. 

REGIONAL APPROACHES

A. Korea, from Decolonization to Civil War

Armstrong, Charles. The North Korean Revolution, 1945–1950. 
Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003.

Cumings, Bruce. The Origins of the Korean War, Vol. 1: 
Liberation and the Emergence of Separate Regimes, 1945–
1947. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1981.

———. The Origins of the Korean War, Vol. 2: The Roaring  
of the Cataract, 1947–1950, Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1990.

Eckert, Carter. Park Chung-hee and Modern Korea: The Roots 
of Militarism, 1966–1945. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 2016.

The Jeju 4.3 Incident Investigation Report. Jeju-si: Jeju 4.3 
Peace Foundation, 2014 (Korean edition, 2003).

Kim, Suzy. Everyday Life in the North Korean Revolution, 
1945–1950. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013. 

B. Taiwan, from Decolonization to Cold War Bastion

Lai, Tse-han, et al. A Tragic Beginning: The Taiwan Uprising  
of February 28, 1947. Stanford: Stanford University  
Press, 1991.

Lin, Hsiao-ting. Accidental State: Chiang Kai-shek, the United 
States, and the Making of Taiwan. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, 2016.

Louzon, Victor. “From Japanese Soldiers to Chinese Rebels: 
Colonial Hegemony, War Experience and Spontaneous 
Remobilization during the 1947 Taiwanese Rebellion.”  
Journal of Asian Studies, 77 (1), 2018, pp. 161–179. 

Lawson, Konrad. “Wartime Atrocities and the Politics of 
Treason in the Ruins of the Japanese Empire, 1937–1953.” 
PhD Dissertation, Harvard University, 2012 (https://dash 
.harvard.edu/handle/1/9795484).

Lo, Jiu-jung. “Trials of the Taiwanese as Hanjian or War 
Criminals and the Postwar Search for Taiwanese Identity.” 
In Constructing Nationhood in Modern East Asia, edited by 
Kai-wing Chow, Kevin M. Doak and Poshek Fu. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press, 2001. pp. 279–316.

“Special Issue: ‘After the Trials – Repatriation and Release of 
Japanese War Criminals, 1946–1958.’”Japanese Studies, 31 
(2), 2011. 

Totani, Yuma. Justice in Asia and the Pacific Region, 1945–
1952: Allied War Crimes Prosecutions. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2015.

———. The Tokyo War Crimes Trial: The Pursuit of Justice in 
the Wake of World War II. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 2008.

Trefalt, Beatrice. “Japanese War Criminals in Indochina 
and the French Pursuit of Justice: Local and International 
Constraints.” Journal of Contemporary History, 49 (4), 2014, 
pp. 727–742.
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Phillips, Steven. Between Assimilation and Independence: 
The Taiwanese Encounter Nationalist China, 1945–1950. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003.

C. China, from Occupation to Communism 

Brothers in Arms: The Rise and Fall of the Sino-Soviet Alliance, 
1945–1963. Edited by Odd Arne Westad. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1998.

Lary, Diana. China’s Civil War: A Social History, 1945–1949. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

Westad, Odd Arne. Decisive Encounters: The Chinese Civil War, 
1946–1950. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003. 

D. Southeast Asia, from Occupation to Decolonization 

Anderson, Benedict. Java in a Time of Revolution: Occupation 
and Resistance, 1944–1946. Ithaca: Cornell University  
Press, 1972.

Bayly, Christopher and Tim Harper. Forgotten Wars: Freedom 
and Revolution in Southeast Asia. Cambridge: Belknap Press 
of Harvard University Press, 2007. 

Boon Kheng, Cheah, Red Star Over Malaya: Resistance and 
Social Conflict During and After the Japanese Occupation of 
Malaya, 1941–46. Singapore: Singapore University  
Press, 1983.

Marr, David G. Vietnam 1945: The Quest for Power. Berkeley: 
University of California Press, 1995.

———. Vietnam: State, War, Revolution, 1945–1946. 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 2013.

Raffin, Anne. Youth Mobilization in Vichy Indochina and Its 
Legacies, 1940 to 1970. Plymouth: Lexington Books, 2005.
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